a b s t r a c t
This article displays measurement data from the hands of human babies, taken at birth. Measurements were made on 25 individuals born pre-term, from 26 to 36 weeks EGA (Estimated Gestational Age), and on 36 individuals born at term, from 37 to 41 weeks EGA. Data were collected in the Neonatal Unit of the CHRU Jeanne de Flandre (University Hospital) in Lille, France, between January and May 2014. Seven kinds of measures were taken with a medical caliper on the hand, palm and digits.
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Value of the data
Measurements taken at different gestational ages contribute to the elaboration of growth chart standards, useful for the assessment of dysmorphology or impaired development [1, 5] .
This data can be used as a reference series for comparative anatomy among juvenile primates. The variety of measures taken can make this data set suitable to be included in a study of functional morphology or biomechanics.
Benchmark measures in hand morphometry are potentially useful for industrial applications, contributing to the improvement of gripping performances of pre-term babies items.
Data
Two series of measurements taken at birth on the hands of human newborns are displayed: a series from babies born pre-term, from 26 to 36 weeks EGA (Estimated Gestational Age), and a series from babies born at term, from 37 to 41 weeks EGA. Data was collected in the Neonatal Unit of the CHRU Jeanne de Flandre (University Hospital) in Lille, France, from January until May 2014. Seven Table 1 Measurement series on the hand of 25 human babies born pre-term (26-36 EGA), in mm. measurement criteria were selected, concerning either lengths, widths or ray of the hand, the palm and the digits. They are recorded with the EGA, the sex and the weight of the individuals, regardless of the side -right hand or left hand (Tables 1 and 2 ). Figure 3 ):
NAME Surname Estimated gestational age Weight Sex
W i W t R t L m L p L h W h RAH
Experimental design, materials and methods
Seven measurements were taken on one hand of each individual with a medical caliper ([2-4]:
1. W i ¼width of the second digit (index) measured at the mid phalanx, just above the proximal interphalangeal joint. 2. W t ¼width of the first digit (thumb) measured at the middle of the proximal phalanx. 3. R t ¼Ray of the first digit (thumb) measured from the proximal end of the hand palm to the distal end of the thumb. 4. L m ¼ length of the middle digit, measured from the base of the digit. 5. L p ¼length of the palm of the hand, measured from the proximal end of the hand to the distal end of the middle finger. Table 2 Measurement series on the hand of 36 human babies born at term (37-41 EGA), in mm. 6. L h ¼ maximal length of the hand, measured from the proximal end of the hand to the distal end of the middle digit. 7. W h ¼width of the hand, measured on the palm, just below the joint between the metacarpals and the proximal phalanges.
NAME Surname Estimated gestational age Weight Sex
Measurements were made on the palmar face of the hand, in supination.
